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Introduction

A Teacher’s Guide to Successful Classroom Observations in TESL (Teaching
English as a Second Language) is a resource book for pre- and in-service
English as a Second Language (ESL) teachers of adults who need support with
the process of formal observations of teaching and learning usually carried out
by teacher trainers, line managers, directors of studies (DoSs), senior teachers
and coordinators.

A Teacher’s Guide to Successful Classroom Observations in TESL is not a
resource for observers. It is for teachers and trainee teachers of adults who
need to undergo 60-minute-long classroom observations. The book is aimed at
pre-service teachers enrolled on initial teacher training courses such as the
Cambridge CELTA or Trinity Certificate. It is also useful for recently
qualified ESL teachers who are applying for TESL jobs and need to do
demonstration classes as part of their recruitment process. The book is also
useful for in-service teachers hoping to complete higher level qualifications
such as the Cambridge DELTA, Trinity Diploma, and practical modules on
MA in TESL courses. It is also a good resource for more experienced teachers
who need to brush up on their lesson planning skills before an observation.

There are already a number of excellent TESL resources dealing with
classroom observations. These resources range from developments in teacher
appraisal, school inspection procedures and research into teaching and
learning via classroom observations, right through to detailed decriptions of
sampling frames used in observations, useful advice and tips for observers,
and critical analyses of the observation process. However, 4 Teacher’s Guide
to Successful Classroom Observations in TESL is a resource for ESL teachers
and trainee teachers of adults who need to tackle a formal 60-minute
classroom observation and need help, support and practical guidance
throughout this process.

A Teacher’s Guide to Successful Classroom Observations in TESL is not
theoretical in nature because it is intended for ESL practitioners who need
practical guidance and support before a formal 60-minute classroom
observation. Nevertheless, the book is based on sound observation practices
tried and tested in various contexts, and is the result of a direct response to
patterns and issues that have emerged over 10 years as a TESL observer.
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The book has been written in a straight-to-the point style which perhaps more
experienced ESL teachers of adults may find prescriptive. Indeed, the book is
not the ultimate A-Z of observations, and will not solve all the obstacles
observees may come across at different stages in their teaching careers, but it
should be seen as a practical guide teachers and trainee teachers can consult
before a formal 60-minute classroom observation.

A Teacher’s Guide to Successful Classroom Observations in TESL is divided
into four main sections. The first part gives an overview of different types of
observations, the actual process of formal classroom observations and how
these are usually set up and carried out. The second part describes key aspects
observees need to take into account in the observation process. The third part
delves into observers’ expectations and crucial aspects observers look for in
successful classroom observations. The last part includes four interviews with
experienced TESL observers, giving readers an insight into the observers’
views on what a successful classroom observation should entail at both
certificate and diploma levels.

The innovative features of 4 Teacher’s Guide to Successful Classroom
Observations in TESL include:

e a fresh take on the process of classroom observations, both from the
observee’s and observer’s perspectives, which helps ESL teachers and
trainee teachers succeed in meeting their aims in a formal 60-minute-
long observation

e embedded examples of positive and negative feedback given by
observers regarding various aspects of a 60-minute lesson

o checklists at the end of sections that teachers and trainee teachers can
refer to before, during and after a 60-minute classroom observation

e interviews with experienced TESL observers that give observees
valuable advice on how to succeed in 60-minute classroom
observations, including observations at diploma level

o auseful glossary with key terminology and abbreviations used in TESL
observations
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